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I.—Fore1cn Potitics. } 
The Derussalianat and Urdu Guide of the 13th April has the follow-  Danvesarranat 


AND Urnpvu GUIDz, 


ing :— ; April 18th, 1899. 
Lord Kitchener in the Soudan In his explanation Lord Kitchener has denied ia 


campaign. having in any way ae os the age wounded 
. ed rman, With reference to the charge brought against 
ag ee tomb of the Mahdi and throwing its contents into 
the Nile, his Lordship said that he did it with a political object in view. | 
Lord Kitchener is an Englishman, his accusers are British philanthropists, = if 
and those who will have to try him are the leaders of the British nation. | 
There is no knowing what their decision will be. But this much can be said 
that the very argument of Lord Kitchener and Lord Cromer in defence of 
the conduct of the Anglo-Egyptian troops im the Soudan campaign shows 
that Kitchener is not innocent. Nor can it be true that the Mahdi’s tomb 
was dismantled with a view to check further outbreak of fanaticism among 
his followers who believe him to be their prophet and consequently worship 


his tomb. 
I1l.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(ay\—Police. 


9 The Dacca Gazetie of the 17th April says that licenses for fire-arms  pyxcoa Gazerrs, 
have been discontinued not in the Backergunge dis- April 17th, 1899. | 
Licenses for fire-arms in cer- trict alone, but licenses are also being very sparing- 
sass ly granted in the district of Dacca, and all licenses 
in the Kotwali thana of the Tippera district, too, are said to have been with- 4h 
drawn. But how are the people to defend themselves agaiust thieves, dacoits Bi 
and wild beasts, if even the te guns which each district possesses are confis- 
cated ? There is no denying that of late there has been a recrudescence of 
dacoity and Jadmashi in the Province and that the ravages of wild animals 
have been far from rare. 

Government and the District Magistrates are, therefore, entreated to 
consider the subject carefully and to desist from depriving their subjects of the 
only means they possess of protecting their lives, property and honour from 
the ravages of wild animals and of equally terrible men. ‘The issue of licenses Be! i 
has been stopped in the vain hope of thereby putting a stop to murders with ie 7 
fire-arms, ‘That hope has not evidently been fulfilled. ) a 


| 
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(b)— Working of the Courts. 


3. Acorrespondent of the Charu Mihir of the 10th April cannot under- — curo Mm, 
a ee era stand why the index searching fee is exacted in April 1%th, 1899. 
Ph a boone : Ofire . the Mymensingh Sub-Registry Office even from 
people who do not require to search the index in 
order to find out the documents of which copies are wanted, and why a delay if 
of some days takes place before a man, who has paid the usual fee, is ; 
: 


allowed to search the index. It is also an anomalous practice of this office to 
require an applicant for a copy to get a slip containing u table of the necessary 
stamps and fees befire the submission of his application. Such a practice | 
obtains nowhere else. The usual practice followed in other Sub-Registry and eT 
Registry Offices is to demand the necessary fees after the application for a ia} 
copy has been submitted. 7) 
4. The Hitavadi of the 14th April complains that the Musalman servants Hirava}, re 
Tie tiled of onan tn Maile. of a Eurasian Engineer have desecrated a Hindu April 14th, 1899, | 4 
temple at Malda by killing a fowl and placing it 
in front of the temple. A police enquiry has been made by order of the 
Magistrate, and the accused have been sent up. Thetrial isto be held bya 
Maulvi, and this has created a suspicion in the public mind. The trial ought 
to be held by a European Magistrate. | 
0. The same paper writes . follows :— io os | | 1 
Manly; F on e never dreamt that the Government of Sir se 1] 
, auusGrim John Woodburn would accept the decision that 
the complaints against Maulvi Fazlal Karim are all false and malicious. The 
Maulvi possesses the wonderful faculty of fascinating European ladies and 
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entlemen, and it can never be hoped that .the local authorities will find 
with him. It is not at all strange, therefore, that the complaints of the ae 
should appear to the authorities as false. If, however, the charges against 
the Maulvi be all false and malicious, let those who preferred these charges 
against him be prosecuted and publicly tried. So long as this is not do 
the public will not cease to find fault with the Maulvi’s conduct. 


(e)— Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


6. Correspondents of the Charu Mihir of the 10th April complain of 
severe water scarcity in Dewanganj and in Simul. 
_ Water searcity in the Mymen- kandi and the adjoining villages in the Mymen- 
eta aanestant singh district, owing to the filling up of tanks, bits, 
&c., in the earthquake. The Dewanganj correspondent urges that it has be- 
come extremely necessary for the District Board to re-excavate the Nalia di/ 
or, if it has no money for the purpose, to request the Tagore estate to under- 
take the work. 
7. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 11th April writes as follows:— 
okt ae c The proceeds of the road cess are made over 
District Bards, » 6S. to the District Boards to~he spent on certain 
specified objects. Those objects, according to the 
law, are the construction and repair of district and village roads, water-supply, 
&c., but so inadequate are the road cess proceeds that the District Boards 
have to leave undone most of those works which, under the law, it is their 
duty to execute. Not to speak of other works, the Boards have seldom funds 
enough to construct new roads or even repair existing roads, and make 
adequate arrangements for the supply of good water to the villagers. The 
Boards cannot possibly meet all the wants of the districts under their charge, 
because those wants are much too many for the money in their hands. The 
hot weather has set in, and the sufferings of the villagers from water scarcity 
have become indescribable. They have to bring water from distances of one 
and sometimes even of two miles. The Government is fully aware of the 
pressing necessity for water-supply, and has issued instructions to the District 
Boards to attend to the matter. But how can the Boards do this work without 
the requisite money for the doing of it? It is true they had so long spent 
according to their means on this object, but it will not be possible for them, 
considering the number of burdens now placed on them, to incur any expendi- 
ture on this head in future. A District Board fund seems, indeed, to have nv 
end of liabilities attached to it. The District Boards have to find money, for any 
and every emergency that arises. There is famine in the country, it is the 
District Boards which must open relief works. A technical school has to be 
opened; it isthe Board of the district in which theinstituton is going to be estab- 
lished that must bear all the expense. A veterinary doctor is appointed ina 
district, the istrict Board must pay him. How can the Boards under these 
circumstances look after important matters like water-supply and construction 
and repair of roads? Recently a fresh burden has been placed on the District 
Boards. They have been required to pay certain contributions towards 
meeting the cost of the preventive measures which are being adopted against 
the spread of the plague in the mufassal. The thanks of the entire Province 
are certainly due to the Government for taking steps to prevent the spread of 
the plague. But it is quite incomprehensible how the Government can direct 
the spending on plague measures of the money collected from the tax-payers 
for a very different purpose. The plague is not likely to die out in a month 
or two. When it has made its appearance, it will without doubt take consider- 
able time to go away. For a long time to come, the Boards will, therefore, 
have to curtail their ordinary expenditure in order to provide for plague 
expenditure. This will interfere with the avowed object of the road cess. 
clear law specifying the objects on which alone the proceeds of the road cess 
can be expended has, for the above reasons, become imperatively necessary. 
8. The same paper draws attention to an outbreak of cholera in the 
village Bahabpur near the Memari station on the 


Cho] d ° ° ° 
- avillage in the Burdoocdaez," East Indian Railway. The outbreak is due 


scarcity of pure drinking-water, all the tanks ™ 
the village being in a foul oaaiiiien. , | 6 


Vi 
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Gazette of the 17th April writes as follows :— | 
9, The Dacca Gazette Aa. Pr rt ote tag tf ERO 


In sanitary condition of the i, the world so full of filth and squalor as the town 
town of Dacca. of Dacca in East sg Dacca, : is — is a 
such not likely to be as clean as towns and cities of more 
pr! Poghe orgs could not its Municipal authorities have cleansed it during 
the long period that has elapsed since the establishment of the Municipality? 
The plague has appeared in India for more than three bc and was not three 
years sufficient time to enable the Municipality to cleanse the town? If the 
fell disease is allowed to make its appearance in Dacca, it will make quite a 
havoc here. What guarantee can the Municipal anthorities of Dacca give that 
it will not enter their jurisdiction, when it has come all the way from Bombay 
to Calcutta, and from Calcutta at one stride to Vikrampur? Can they even 
imagine what the condition of a filthy and populous town like theirs would 
be if the plague once gained a footing among them ? How long do they 
intend to sleep over the grave responsibilities that rest upon their shoulders ? 
The Chairman cannot be blamed for the existing state of things, for he 
has been working hard since his election. But he cannot exceed his powers. 
He is a mere tool in the hands of those who sit at the helm of the Municipal 
administration of the town. And those people are to be principally blamed 
who are obstructing him in his work by keeping all powers in their own hands 


at a juncture like this. 


(9) —Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


10. A correspondent of the Hilavadi of the 14th April complains that 
some days ago he had occasion to travel by the East 
Indian Railway. He was a passenger in the “ loop 
mail up.” At the Serampore Station he felt thirsty and called for water, but. in 
vain. In spite of his best efforts, he could not get water to drink before he 
reached the Burdwan Station. 


A railway complaint. 


(4) — General. 


11. The Ulubaria Darpan of the 28th March draws attention to the 
inconvenience which the people of Ulubaria in the 
Howrah district have been suffering, since the 
adoption of the Cuttack-Midnapore Railway, as the route for the transmission of 
the mail between Calcutta and Cuttack, in consequence of the delay which takes 
place in the delivery of their mail in Calcutta. Before the opening of that 
Railway, the Ulubaria mail was despatched to Calcutta once at one o’clock by 
the Hoare, Miller and Company’s steamer and again at night with the Cuttack 
mail. But now letters, 
till the following morning, when they are despatched to Calcutta along with the 
Midnapore mail. Some arrangement ought to be made, by which the evening’s 
mail may be despatched from Ulubaria by nine or ten o’clock in the evening. 
12, Tihe same paper says that the town of Ulubaria in the Howrah 
i district, including its bazar, consists mostly of huts 
with thes teen of Ulakaae, thatched either with straw or corrugated-iron, and 
is therefore extremely exposed to the risk of fire. 
The bazar standson land belonging entirely to Babu Kshetra Krishna Mitra, 
of Andul, but the residential and other portions of the town stand on lands 
partly owned by the same zamindar and partly owned by the Government. The 
zamindar does not allow people to erect pucka buildings in the bazar, but gives 
permission to construct such buildings in other portions of the town belonging 
to him. The Government, however, allows none of its tenants to build pucka 
buildings, It is hoped that at the next settlement of rents, which takes place 
in the coming year, the Lieutenant-Governor will instruct the Collector of 
Howrah to give permission to the residents to construct pucka buildings. The 
town will, in that case, not only become safe against fire, but will gain in 
architectural beauty. The zamindar also should allow the construction of 
masonry buildings in the bazar. The existence of two such buildings in the 
bazar shows that such buildings were formerly allowed. 
The Government’s objection: to allowing the construction of pucka buildings 
on the score of the Cuttack road being used for military purposes, has lost its 


A postal complaint. 


Dacca GazstTs, 
April 17th, 1899. 


Hiravapl, 
April 14th, 1899. 


ULUBaRIA Darran, 
March 28th, 1899. 


c., posted at Ulubaria after one o’clock have to wait — 


ULUBARIA Da RPan. 
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force since the opening of the Cuttack-Midnapore Railway, as that Rail 
pt the Cuttack Road will, in future, be used for all military purposes. way 


13. The Sanjivant of the i3th April is glad that the Government’s sense 


_ Of justice has been so far awakened as to move it 
The Bengal rope nga ust even in a bad year like the present, when large 
ee expenses have to be incurred on account of 
prevalence of plague, to deal justly by the local bodies in the matter of 
plague expenditure and the cost of collection of the road and public works 
cesses. The law requires the Government to pay one-third of the cost of collec. 
tion of the road wal public work cesses, but the Government has so long seldom: 
paid its portion. The Government of Sir John Woodburn, however, has put a 
atop to this injustice and allotted fifty thousand rupees to the District Boards 
on that account in this year’s budget. It is also a matter of great satisfaction 
that the Government of Bengal has made good to the District Boards and 
municipalities the money they spent on the Chausa plague camp. These two 
acts of Sir John Woodburn’s show that during his time the Government of 
Bengal will be guided by a strict sense of justice. Those placed under such a 
just ruler, cannot but live happily. 


14. The Aitavadi of the 14th April writes as follows:— 

. Sor The Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee 
seta = an. of female raised a question in the Legislative Council, regard- 
on railways. The Government, in reply, referred to the inspection rules and 
said that after such a great lapse of time, it could not say whether the wife of 
Babu Bhola Nath Mazumdar was exainined by a male or a female doctor. It 
was of no use making an enquiry into the matter now. 

This reply does not statisfy the public. It will be a risky affair for high- 
class Hindu ladies to travel by rail if it is not ruled that female passengers shall 
be examined by female inspectors. The Government should not also be satis- 
fied with only making such a rule, it should see that the rule is strictly enforced 
and should severely punish such officers as may dare to violate it. 

The public do not ordinarily believe in the Government, and look upon its 
every movement with suspicion. They fear that, although the Government is 
now telling them sweet and hopeful words, it may any day introduce plague 
rules as severe as those which were resorted to in Bombay. If, therefore, the 
Government declines to take erring officials to task on the excuse of delay or 
lapse of time, the public will lose all confideuce in it. Let Sir John Woodburn 
carefully consider the question and pacify the public mind. He has given us 
good rules. Let him see that his rules are carefully enforced. 


15. <A correspondent of the same paper complains of the target-practice 
by volunteers at Belyhoria. The place for target- 
practice is close to the road to the Belghoria Station 
on the Eastern Bengal State Railway, which is daily frequented by the inhabi- 
tants of Nimta and the neighbouring villages. ‘The target-practice is kept up 
throughout the day. During the practice bullets often miss their mark and 
find their way to the road, often jeopardising the safety of the passers-by. On 


Target-practice at Belghoria. 


the 17th March the correspondent, on his way to the station, miraculously 


escaped being hit by a stray bullet, and on the 10th April, one Babu Jogendra 
Nath Chatterji escaped in a similarly miraculous manner, So far no serious 
accident has taken place, but who will be held responsible if such an accident 
does take place some day or other? If the volunteers, in their target-practice, 
fire their guns, facing suuth, the chances of accidents will be minimised. It 1s 
to be hoped that the authorities will listen to this prayer. 


The editor commenting upon the above says that target-practice by 
volunteers is more dangerous than target-practice by regular soldiers. Target- 
practice should, as a rule, be carried on far away from human habitations. 

16. - The same paper has the following :— 

The Viceroy has so enthusiastically defended 
the Simla exodus and expressed sucha strong liking 


_ for the practice that it is too much to expect that 
anything will be done, during his time, to remove the evil, In Lord Curzon’s 


opinion, Simla is not a pleasure-resort, and officials go there not to enjoy 
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to work, Officials get more time for work at Simla than in the plains, and 

Simla air is very much conducive to Kuropean health. This being Lord 
Curzon’s conviction, it will be useless to argue with him. But, as he never 
hesitates to speak plainly himself, he will not also hesitate to hear plain-speak- 
ing from those who hold a different view on this subject. 

__ There is, of course, no doubt that nothing could be more pleasant than 
living in Simla, with one’s mother-in-law, wife and wife’s sisters during the 
grilling heat of the summer. We also understand that, if the Secretariat 
offices are removed to Simla, during the summer months, the officials can work 
as well as enjoy their leisure. But the question is—Are the people of India in a 
position to bear such a heavy expenditure as is entailed by the annual exodus 
to Simla, for the convenience of the officials or for giving them an opportunit 
to work with eo | ? It may be more convenient for the European officials 
to live in England during the summer months, but shall we be pleased if the 
Viceroy propose to remove the offices to England on the score of convenience ? 
Those who take the charge of ruling a hot country must be prepared to put up 
>. a and inconvenience of living and working in the seat of its 

We do not deny that if the Viceroy tours abou 
with his own eyes nd studying the sondiiles of the ae be ‘son ry 
able to materially promote their welfare. We shall not object to his goirg to 
the hills with his family if by so doing he can keep himeelf in health Spat the 

removal of the Secretariat oftices to Simla for the convenience of the ‘officials i 
sure to be attended with a heavy expenditure for which we can get no ret og 
We do not go to Simla, says Lord Curzon, for pleasure bat Bee wo 1k pei 
work cannot be efficiently done without keeping the Secretariat ne Trg ‘thi 
easy reach, But in these days of the post office and the telegraph, th ‘of “a 
note et, eo — reach oe taking them up to Simla, iad ong sat 

erstand w e Viceroy will no . 

a the a Rhema ie near <li nell cl lente 

e are sorry not because th i 
exodus is not wa i to be put i Me Sinie oy =L oy ag oe 
and will not disappear fur some time to come. We ‘the of “ "fi a agg 
cause of complaint inconnection with it But it exe rea _ ind no fresh 
ruler of Lord Curzon’s good sense has failed to feel the f an ‘ Pog alan 

_— "7 “ defence of the exodus has not ah ao py Tt ep sen tha 

elief and conviction of a ee . 

— the beliefs and slaes Ce ee . have 

ere is another point i : ba aan . % | 

little. Tt ie hie light B wed bad Mca: hse which has pained us not a 
oe , say - this point if the pictures "a g BE ogg MOP - lg 
writers and speakers 1 : : 
addresses of Sraashente tc hades. —— and if the flattering 
reflection will enable the Viceroy to see wh é th yom: 4 haga agdhoser 
and their wants and grievances are. If —— ae ass a Ait. . 
spoken of India ‘‘ bleeding under British ‘le my Bi Mcsengcsn bgneryy A 
put « misconstruction upon it. The ex ; a . preoenet_caget Bs 0 
reference to the economical condition of th ession has, no doubt, been used with 
British rule is raining India. e people. No Indian ever thinks that 

It is a well-kn ae ; 

British rule loa yoo pl ya - areas 10 arg ere Use 
know that the British Pict Mee i, Na pore Ot ever. Tne fore Bet 
distress? We complain and cry y ways ready to help the people in their 
think it our duty to do so—be y and speak of our grievances, because we 
views, observe different btn god eee ee ee ee 
Opposite opinions on most important que gag at entertain diametrically 
to represent the views and opini . f cet elle, coll. AR tie 
there may b pinions of the people to the Government, so that 

y be established a perfectly good di 

and the ruled. The most. serious oan . f pec seinen Bt sega aM door 

ile Gi Wk the takes Sas cel an) of complaint in connection with British 

on ects. understand very little of the complaints of 

__ it 1s beyond our power to decide wh 
mikes an e W o deserve the greater blame—those who 
the British public by exaggerating India’s poverty and distress at a 
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distance of seven thousand miles, or those who, living in the scene of action 
remain blind to India’s poverty and deaf to the people’s complaint, and g, 
not make the least attempt to study India’s real condition. All that we 
say is that the Indian people are poor and overtaxed, A taxation of 1s. 9 
per head may not be high in the eye of England, but it is a rate of taxation 
too heavy for the Indian people, considering their average income. 

Lord Curzon’s defence of the Simla exodus so immediately before his 
departure for the cool retreat gives us cause for annoyance and anxiety. We 
cannot say how Simla air and Simla society will affect his mind and tempera- 
ment. His attitude before going to Simla has given us cause for apprehension 
and we do not know how great will the change be, which his beliefs and opinions 
are likely to undergo under the influence of Simla society with its luxurious 
surroundings—with its music and dancing, and what not. In Simla, the 
Viceroy will have very little opportunity of knowing anything coming from 
the side of the people, but will be liable to catch the contagion which is com. 
municated by Angio-Irdian society. 

17. The Prativasi of the 17th April complains of the inconvenience to 
which intermediate-class passengers are put at the 
Howrah Station on account of the plague inspection. 
Tie separate passage for the intermediate-class passengers has been closed 
against them, and they have now to go to the platform along with third-class 
passengers through a narrow passage. The middle and upper classes in this 
country generally travel intermediate class, and just think of the inconvenience 
which must be experienced by ladies belonging to these classes in passing 
through the third-class passage along with third-class passengers. Not to speak 
of the hardship and inconvenience of this arrangement, it is highly calculated 
to spread the contagion of the plague. Third-class passengers mostly come 
from a class which show the largest number of deaths from plague, and it is 
quite probable that contact with them will introduce plague poison into a 
healthy body. It is also said that the Railway Police ill-treat third-and 
intermediate-class passengers. To them a geitieman means a European 
gentleman, and a lady a European lady. Has not the attention of the Lieuten- 
ant-Governor been drawn to the matter? 

18. A correspondent of the same paper complains that the shop selling 

adie denin a the kte TH 2D and opium, which has been newly 
Tangail subdivision of the My- opened in Porabari, a village in the Tangail sub- 
mensingh district. division of the Mymensingh district, is increasing 
intoxication in the village. Even young boys are taking tv intoxication, and 
hemp-smoking has become very common among them. The authorities should 
suppress this sh»p, or it will ruin the morals of the village boys. 


Plague inspection at Howrah. 


1II.—LEGIsLaTIvE. 


19. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 11th April makes the following com- 
ment on Sir James Westland’s statement in the 
Council that Government clerks on poor pay 
‘ should restrain their procreative proclivities ” :— 

It is not possible fur a European to know why a native has a large family. 
And to a European like Sir James Westland who could not recognise a native 
subordinate with whom he had worked for five long years, native domestic 
life must be an entirely sealed book. Sir James is probably under the 
sage that a man’s family can never mean anyone, except “ himself and 
wile.” But let that pass. We wonder how Sir James Westland could indulge 
in such a vulgar banter in the Council Chamber of Her Majesty’s representa- 
tive and in the august presence of that representative und of a dozen leading 
men of the country. Every other member present must have felt a repugnance 
to take notice of Sir James's tilthy language, or the Finance Member would 
have received a fit reply then and there. The Council Chamber of the Viceroy 
is not a public theatre, where anyone is free to say anything. Sir James 
Westland ought to have been taught a lesson. 

20. The Hitavadi of the 14th April writes as follows:— | 

SS ee ne ae We cannot praise the guod sense of those of our 


countrymen who are protesting againt the Sugar 
Duties Act on the score of free trale. Free trade has never been in force ix 
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ia i “t+ we have seen only its shadow in this country. Whenever 
Se ane have clashed with English interests, free trade has gone to the 
11 The Cotton Duties Act is an instance In point. If the Government, 
por to desperation by the outcry of the Manchester weavers, had not passed 
ai Factories and Cotton Duties Acts, the Secretary of State would not have 
had to hang down his lead when Mr. Maclean derisively referred to those 
- whee *; freedom of trade in this country? Only the other day, the 
Madras Trading Company applied to the Madras Government, offering to 
supply type-writers, but what answer did they receive from the Superintendent 
of Stationery? He plainl told the applicants that, in obedience to a standing 
order of the Secretary of State, the Government has to purchase many articles 
of stationery only in England. Is this policy sanctioned by the principles of 
9 
- We reed in Mill and Wilson’s “ History of British India” that in 1813 
Indian cotton and silk fabrics fetched high prices in the English market, and 
English goods heavily suffered in the competition. -The British Government, 
therefore, imposed a duty of 70t» 80 per cent. on Indian goods in order to 
rotect the indigenous manufactures. If the British Government had then 
followed the principles of free trade, the cotton industry of India would not 
have been ruined. We make the following extract from Mill and Wilson’s 
History on this subject :— 


‘Had India been independent, she would have retaliated, would have 
imposed preventive duties upon B:itish goods and would thus have preserved 
her own productive industry from annihilation. The act of self-defence was 
not permitted her, she was at the mercy of the stranger. british goods were 
forced upyn her without paying any duty, and the foreign manufacturer 
employed the arm of political injustice to keep down and ultimately strangle a 
competitor with whom he could not have contended upon equal terms,”’ 


It is quite clear from this, how the principles of free trade have heen 
venerated when they have stvod in the way of British interests. Why, then, 
this hue and cry against the Sugar Duties Act? Imported beeé sugar was 
doing great injury to indigeneous sugar industry. Those who say that 
imported sugar is used by the upper classes alone, are not well-informed. 
The lower classes also are largely using the cheap imported sugar. ‘There 1s 
no doubt that the new duty upon bounty-fed sugar will increase the sale of 
indigenous sugar. 

We cannot but admit that the Government has done well by imposing a 
duty upon impurted sugar, and it will prove its sincerity when it will have the 
courage to protect Indian industries even against English competition. But 
will the Government ever have such courage? 

21. The Prativasi of ry 17th April has the following on the Sugar Duties 

ct: — 

It 1s extremely doubtful whether we have in any 
way profited by tle imposition of a duty on imported sugar. Those who have 
supported the Government ought to have done so after carefully considering 
the question. It may be said that the Government has in this matter adopted 
a policy favourable to us. It has tried to protect an indigenous industry 
against foreign competition, and it does not matter whether we profit by the 
measure or not. Let us say in reply to this that our zeal for promoting 
indigenous industries is not so great that we shall avail ourselves of any 
and every opportunity of promoting the interests of our industries. Did we 
avail ourselves of the Opportunity of promoting indigenous industries, which 
was offered by the rise in exchange? To tell the truth, our zeal for promoting 
indigenous arts and industries is at its lowest ebb, and it is not, therefore, 
advisable to buy sugar dear and become a loser in the bargain. If the imposi- 
tion of a duty on imported sugar had been likely to lead to the establishment 
of sugar r-fineries, we could have congratulated ourselves, but that is not to 
be the case. In this country, Hindu widows and other orthodox Hindus use 
indigenous sugar, and the masses use molas-es or raw sugar, and it is not 
correct to say that sugarcane cultivation is gradually disappearing from the 
country. Sugarcane cultivation destroys the fertility of the soil more than any 
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other cultivation, and it will be more advisable to buy cheap sugar, and grow 
more profitable crops on sugarcane fields. 


VI.—MIscELL ANEOUS. 


22. The Prativasi of the 17th April writes as follows, with reference to 
Mr. Baker’s speech in the last meeting of the 

Bengal Legislative Council, sympathising with the 

low-puid ministerial officers of the Government :— 

Thanks to Mr. Baker. Many thanks for his sympathy with the low-paid 
ministerial officers of the Government. He has rightly understood the condi. 
tion of the Indian people. The dark days of the poverty-stricken amia are gure 
to come to an end when an official of Mr, Baker’s position has realised their 
miserable condition. What a difference between Sir James Westland and 
Mr. Baker! 

23. The same paper has the following :— _ 

Thetone of the vernacular Press, The vernacular P ress in Bengal is sadly abusi 

in Bengal—Government control i1t8 power, and it isa surprise to us that the public 
necessary. is patiently putting up with its license. It is, 
indeed, beyond our comprehension how a man, who has the least sense of self. 
respect, can remain calmly indifferent to what is being weekly turned out by 
this mischievous Press. There is littie doubt that the most popular among the 
Bengali newspapers are intentionally leading the public mind astray. No 
once, not twice, but regularly every week, these papers are indulging in 
calumny and obscenity. ‘Take the Hitavadi first. ‘The contents of its last issue 
show that if it only finds an opportunity of slandering a pers«n, it is not satisfied 
with less than filling its Pe ea with calumny and slander. In this respect, 
this paper resembles a tiger which, if its appetite for human blood is once 
whetted by the tasting of it, is not satisfied with less than human blood, and 
is always sure to let no human prey escape from its clutches. 

The correspondent of the Daily Mail is an Englishnan newly come to this 
eet He is quite ignorant of the country’s manners and customs, and 
naturally depended upon his European friends here for material for his articles, 

and yet he has been severely criticised and condemned for the picture that he 
has liven of the Bengali character, Butthe Hitavadi’s Guzerat correspondent is 
our own ccuntryman, and he has paid back the hospitality of the Guzeratis by 
maligning their women. And the Hitavadi considers itself highly honoured by 
publishing the slander, 

The Hasumati also has published the letter of a travelling correspondent, 
who has calumniated Afghan women. [his correspondent is in the habit of 
maligning female character with such a light heart, that we fail to understand 
how a man with any sense of responsibility could publish bis letter in the 
columns of his paper. The readers of the Lasumati have no doubt noticed how 
its columns hive been filled for the last few weeks with contemptible cartoons 
and obscene writings. In the last issue of this paper, there appeared an article 
entitled ‘‘ Ashta Chakra” or ‘the eight circles,” portions of which it is im- 
possible to quote. 

Such is, then, the taste of the vernacular Press, such is the subject-matter of 
its writings. It pie admits that it indulges in obscenity and scurrility, with 
the set purpose of pushing on the sale of the stuff which it is weekly turning out. 
It is thus quite clear that the vernacular newspapers are purposely and inteD- 
tionally vitiating the public mind. No gentleman can help feeling indignant 
at seeing a systematic publication of such obscene literature. In fact, there 
no man whose blood is not hated at the sight of such scurrilous publications, 
or who is not put to shame by seeing them. The constant a“ of this 
scurrilous literature has deprived us of that sensibility which distinguishes 
between good and bad writing, between purity and filthiness. We have,” 
fact, become thoroughly accustomed to low id as and scurrilous language. We 
never hesitate to abuse a man, and we hasten to calumniate him whenever W® 
find an opportunity of doing so. Old and young, we are living in this low 

immoral atmosphere, and our noble moral sensibilities have become blunted. 
‘‘Never did an envenomed scurrility,” ounce wrote Burke, with reference ‘ 
English society, ‘against everything sacred and civil, public and private, 78° 
through the kingdom, with such a furious and unbridled license.” But wb 
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ke have said, if he had come across such low and scrurrilous tone as 
Sealab the vernacular Press in Bengal? Even his pen, we think, would 
have failed for lack of words strong enough to condemn this envenomed 
scurrility, It is well known that the vernacular Press is going to ruin the 
country, and yet no one has ever raised his voice against it. The Press is 
expected to enlighten and educate public opinion, to chasten and purif public 
taste, to promote the health of the public mind. But far from doing this, the 
vernacular Press in Bengal is circulating filthy and nauseating literature and is 
helping in the spread of a moral epidemic which verily threatens to destroy 
ife. 
aa preety are few and far between in this country, and these few readers 
read only weekly newspapers. There can therefore be no difference of opinion 
as to the desirability of improving the tone of the weekly Press. But the 
leaders of the community, the educated Indians, or the editors of HK nglish news- 
papers are indifferent, and what can our unaided effortsdo? Vernacular news- 
papers are read by the masses, and it is the vernacular Press which is best 
qualified to educate their mind. But how 1s this Press discharging this sacred 
duty ? How is it educating the public mind? Let the tastes of the Mitavads’s 
correspondents answer this question. Our educated men now and then read 
discourses on the condition of Bengali literature, but they never a anything 
about the tone of a certain section of the vernacular Press. e have no 
knowledge of the aims and objects of the Sahitya Parishad, but we know that 
its members never concern themselves about the vernacular Press in Bengal, 
never try to find a remedy for the evil created by that Press. In the opinion 
of the editor of the Hindoo l’atriot, education, the Press, and preaching are the 
three powerful instruments of reforming public opinion. But if the Press, 
which is to educate public opinion, sets an example of scurrility and license to 
the public, will not the Government and society be held guilty of neglecting 
their duty, if they do not try to take that Press to tack ? It isourimpression that 
the Government has no clear idea of the scurrility of the tone of the vernacular 
Press, or it would have done something to check the continuous flow of calumny, 
slander and abuse, which is the daily food of the vernacular Press. It cannot 
be gainsaid that the attention of the Government should at once be drawn to 
this painful state of things. 
Some time ago, we had an occasion to draw public attention to a new novel 


and a cartoon entitled “co fef” which were published in the Bangavasi, All 


know how the Bangavasi expatiated on the beauty of the dancing girls who 
gave a performance in the Subha Chandi mela. The Bangavasi’s abusive attack 
on Babu Narendra Nath Sen, editor of the Indian Mirror, is still fresh in the 
public mind. No further proof is necessary to show that the object of the 
Bangavast is to pander to the low tastes of its readers We think that it is the 
duty of the Government to punish this vile Press, and this is why we have 
criticised its tone at some length, We may be insulted for our labour, 
as thoughtless and foolish purists, but still we cannot help drawing the attention 
: ' Government and the public to the tone of the vernacular Press in 
engal. 
24. The Dainik Chandrika of the 18th April thus comments on the speech 
9 seg eae made by Lord Curzon in Lahore in. reply to the 
ede bate preers address of the Anjuman-i-Islamia :— 

Lord Curzon characterised those who agitate 
Indian grievances in England as “ perfervid orators” But we never expected 
to hear such words from the mouth of a man like Lord Curzon. That old Parsi 
gentleman, Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji, who has sacrificed all personal interests in 
order to be able to serve his country, deserves respect instead of slight and 
insult at his Lordship’s hands. Mr. N aoroji and Lord Curzon may differ in 
Opinion as to the material proverrsy of India under British rule. But such 
difference should not have led Lord Curzon, of all men, to characterise 
Mr. Naoroji’s utterances in England as mere “nonsense” Admitted that the 
Seeenene of plain-speaking men like Mr. N aoroji and other Indian agitators in 
aagand contain nothing but falsehoods on the subject of India’s material con- 

ition under British rule ; but on what authority can one accept as correct the 


“unsolicited testimony” which the Punjab Musalmans bore in their address to 
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India’s material prosperity under English rule ? Is it not more likely that ; 
was this testimony which was false, being merely fine and flattering lan 
addressed to a new Viceroy ? However safe the Indian’s life and propert 
under British rule may be, he is not happy in his mind, because he knows thet 
he has not yet succeeded in obtaining the sympathy of Englishmen like g;, 
James Westland and Mr. G. W. Steevens. 

Lord Curzon seemed also to take exception to the expression “ bleedin 
India,” which some Indian agitator in England may happen to have used 
There can be no doubt that the phrase must have been used ina figurative 
sense, in the sense, that 1s, of England’s drawing away India’s money and not 
India’s blood, and thereby increasing India’s misery and poverty. Can any- 
body name any other country in which the officials, from the highest to the 
lowest, are so highly paid as are the European officials in India? The expres 
sion ‘‘ bleeding India” may sound unpleasant, but the use of the word “ bleed- 
ing” is very common in a case like this. Mr. Naoroji is an economist of a 
high order, and few other economists of the present day have devoted so much 
earnest attention to the study of the present A gs + of India as he 
has. It is not wise, therefore, to lightly disregard the opinions of a man like 
him and accept the words of flatterers as gospel truth. In a vast country like 
India, inhabited by various races and castes, the rulers should give a hearing 
to all sides and then judge and act for themselves, 


Uriya Papers. 


25. The Sambalpur Hitaishini of the 1&th January is glad to notice that 
His Excellency the Governor of Madras gave 
permission to officers, serving under His Excel- 
leucy’s Government, to attend the sittings of the 
last Indian National Congress at Madras as spectators, and observes that other 
Governments should do the same as attendance in such meetings will enable 
Government officers to find out how their measures and acts ure looked upon 
by the representatives of the people whom they govern. 

26. The same paper is sorry to learn that a native newspaper in the 

; ; Nizam’s dominion was stopped at the request of 
vepereae 4 5 native news: the Resident, because the editor had the temerity 
paper in H yderabad. : : 
to declare to his readers that Europeans accused of 
oa — of murdering Indians and convicted of the same are dealt with 
eniently. 

27. The Utkaldipika of the 21st January is glad to learn that a certain 

number of additional posts in the Provincial Civil 

Seen, pense! Provincial Civil Service of Bengal has been sanctioned by the Gov- 

ernment of India, but is at the same time sorry 

to learn that the members of that service will have their pension-period counted 

from the date of their passing the departmental examination. The writer 

observes that the pension-period should be counted from the date of their join- 

ing the service, as is the case at present, and there is no reason why the present 

rule should be changed, when such a change is neither necessary nor desirable 
in any way. 

28. The same paper is inclined to think that the Subordinate Police 
Service has no attraction for the natives of Orissa, 
as the number of candidates, belonging to that 
class, appearing in the competitive examination 18 
very small. The writer therefore exhorts the Uriya young men to give up 
their dislike for the police service and try their best to win as many appoit- 
ments as they can in that service, for if they do not do so in time, there will 
be considerable difficulty in securing the best appointments in that service 
hereafter. 

20, A correspondent of the same paper points out that the questions on 
mental arithmetic set in the last Lower Primaty 


Government officers in Congress 
meetings. 


The branch of Public Service 
Uriyas should enter. 


The questions on me tok. ° ‘ : 
metic a Cie hesiees Fe von ore Scholarship examination were too many and di 


larship examination. cult considering the tender age and undeveloped 
mental capacity of the boys and girls for whom 
they were meant. 
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30. The Utkaldipika of the 28th January is sorry to learn that though 
three candidates appeared in the B.L. examination 


The Ravenshaw College in the of the Calcutta University from the Ravenshaw 
saan College, not even one succeeded in passing the 
examination successfully. 

31. The same paper is of opinion that Mr. Price, the present Manager of 

the Raja of Puri, 1s an able man and is trying his 

Mr. Price as Manager of the best to do good both to the Puri temple and the 

ee Ter Puri Raja. He should not therefore be removed 

on any account. The writer observes that it is of very little importance 

whether the Manager is a Christian or @ Muhammadan so long as he discharges 

his duties satisfactorily without interfering with Hindu feeling or prejudice in 
any way. 

' 32. Referring to the Resolution of Government on the administration of 
the Salt Department in the year 1897-98, the same 
paper points out that, while Madras and Bombay 
manufacture a large quantity of salt for consumpt'on, Bengal imports a large 
quantity of the same article from foreign countries. This is not at all desir- 
able, as Bengal used to manufscture a large quantity of salt for her own con- 
sumption in former days. The writer urges that the Government of Bengal 
should frame such rules and regulations as will encourage the people of Bengal 
to manufacture their own salt without depending in any way on foreigners for 
the supply of one of the chief articles of their food. 

33. The Uriya and Novasamvad of the Ist February does not approve of 
the appointment of two female examiners to examine 
English papers in the Entrance examination of the 
Calcutta University, and observes that by this novel 
and ultra-progressive arrangement the rights and claims of many senior teachers 
and professors have been disregarded much to the detriment of the examinees. 
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